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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGBGC XF 

SUBJECT: ARAB-ISRAELI POW'S -ICRC 
REF: GENEVA 5702 

iv FONMIN ABBA EBAN EXPRESSED TO ME THIS EVENING THE 
GROWING CONCERN OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL FOR EGYPTIAN 
AND SYRIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS ISRAELI POW'S. HE NOTED THAT 

SYRIA HAD NOT GIVEN TO THE ICRC A SINGLE NAME OF ISRAELI 
POW'S AND EGYPT HAS GIVEN THE NAMES OF ONLY 40 ISRAELI 
POWS TO THE ICRC. AS CONCERNS EGYPT, ISRAEL KNOWS THAT 
THERE ARE "SOME HUNDREDS" OF ISRAELI POW'S IN EGYPTIAN 
HAND 


2. EBAN NOTED THAT THE GOI DID NOT PUBLISH NAMES AS A 
MATTER OF POLICY OF THOSE SOLDIERS IT BELIEVES ARE IN THE 
HANDS OF EITHER THE SYRIANS OR THE EGYPTIANS. IN FACT, 
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SAID EBAN, THE ISRAELI GOVT IS TRYING TO KEEP ALL ASPECTS 
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OF THE POW ISSUE UNDER WRAPS AT HOME UNTIL THE REQUIRED 
INFO IS RECEIVED FROM SYRIA AND EGYPT THROUGH THE ICRS. 

GIVEN THE URGENCY AND EXPLOSIVENESS OF THIS ISSUE HERE, 

EBAN IS SENDING A SPECIAL ISRAELI REPRESENTATIVE TO 
GENEVA ON MONDAY IN ORDER TO IMPRESS THE ICRC AUTHORITIES 
WITH THE GREAT EMERGENCY OF THIS ISSUE. 

3. EBAN STRESSED THE CENTRAL ROLE OF A SATISFACTORY RESO- 
LUTION OF THE POW ISSUE TO ANY HOPES FOR PROGRESS TOWARDS 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. (COMMENT. THIS WAS NOT A 
THREAT, BUT RATHER A CANDID STATEMENT OF THE FACTS AS SEEN 
THROUGH ISRAELI EYES.) EBAN ADDED THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE A 
SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR MOVING THE EGYPTIANS AND SYRIANS 
TO A SPEEDY AND SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF THE POW PROBLEM. 

4. AS CONCERNS THE SYRIANS, EBAN NOTED THAT ISRAEL HAD 
BEEN RECEIVING SOME "MACABRE' 1 REPORTS CONCERNING THE 
TREATMENT OF POW'S. HE NOTED IN THIS 

RESPECT THAT AFTER RECAPTURE OF FORMER ISRAELI POSITIONS 
ON MT. HERMON, SOME ISRAELI POW'S WERE FOUND TIED HAND 
AND FOOT AND SHOT DEAD. HE REPEATED THAT THE GOI WAS DOING 
ITS BEST TO KEEP THE LID ON SUCH INFORMATION BEING WIDELY 
DISSEMINATED SINCE THIS COULD ONLY FAN THE ALREADY HIGH 
PASSIONS IN ISRAEL ON THE POW ISSUE. 

5. COMMENT. EBAN'S COMMENTS SERVED TO EMPHASIZE 
WHAT WE ALL ALREADY KNOW: THE IMPORTANCE OF A SPEEDY 
EXCHANGE OF POW'S. I HOPE THE ICRC UNDERSTANDS THE 
CENTRAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS ISSUE HERE (PRESUMABLY THE SOVIETS 
ARE ALREADY AWARE OF THIS). I GOT THE IMPRESSION FROM REFTEL 
THAT THIS IS NOT THE CASE AT PRESENT. PERHAPS THE ISRAELI 
REPRESENTATIVE DUE TO ARRIVE ON MONDAY WILL EMPHASIZE THIS 
POINT WHICH MIGHT ALSO BE PUSHED AT APPROPRIATE TIMES 

BY OUR MISSION IN GENEVA. 

KEATING 
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